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Huron School District
Pandemic Contingency Plan

Our survey data shows strong support to do whatever we can to have children in our buildings to
receive their education.

We love our students, and believe that children need school! Students thrive in safe, structured and
nurturing environments. We will strive to teach students “in the building” through a shared
commitment from students, teachers, families, and staff to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

The following guidelines are intended to provide protection for our employees, students, and
community.

Definitions:
● Diagnostic & Screening Testing: The district is participating in the state-provided BinaxNOW

and/or Quidel QuickVue test programs for students and families.
● Face Covering: A material that covers the nose and mouth, greatly reducing the

projecting of mouth liquids.

● Hand Washing: Cleaning hands with either soap & water - or sanitizer.

● Mask : A face covering worn over the mouth and nose, including:
○ Medical Mask
○ Cloth Mask
○ Bandanna
○ “Gaiter”

● Respiratory Etiquette: To help stop the spread of germs, cover your nose and mouth with a
tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the used tissues in the trash. If you don’t have a
tissue, cough or sneeze into your elbow, not your hands. Remember to wash your hands
immediately after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing.

● Shields: Transparent materials that act as a “barrier” between persons when
they are in close proximity.

○ Desk Shield - Three-sided transparent shields placed on desks.
○ Counter Shield - Large Plexiglass placed in reception areas and on

some desks.
○ Bus seat Shield - highly pliable transparent barriers that are

suspended from the ceiling of a bus and attached to the seat of the
bus.
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○ Face Shield - Clear “helmet shield” worn as additional protection in
conjunction with wearing a face covering.

● Social Distancing: A separation of six feet for prolonged interaction.

● Social, Emotional, and Mental Health Needs Tips:

○ · Student Help

○ · Staff Help

○ · Coping with Stress from COVID-19

● Timed InteractionsStudents and staff who are in close classroom interaction are “timed” to
move and reset prior to any 15 minute continuous interaction.

● Vaccinations: Please contact a local health care provider.

What we will do as a school and district personnel when identified as orange, yellow, or red:
● Huron School Board and attendees will follow social distancing protocol, wear masks while

entering and exiting meetings, and use hand sanitizer.
● Mitigate risk/spread by encouraging physical distancing, proper hand hygiene, sanitization,

wearing masks, hallway flow adjustments, adjusting lunch times and seating, recess
modifications and spacing of students in common areas.

● Be aware of illness/symptoms in the student body and contact a student’s family immediately if
a student exhibits symptoms.

● Monitor positive COVID-19 cases and its spread in our schools, and follow the
recommendation of state and local health officials and The Operations Section of the
Beadle County Covid 19 Task Force regarding school closures, modified school schedules
or in-school adjustments.

● Improve our digital curriculum to meet the needs of distance learning as it arises.
● Modify our method of delivery, however necessary, to ensure the health and well-being of

students and staff.

What families can do when the school has identified as orange, yellow, or red:
● Send your child to school with a clean mask daily.
● Understand that these guidelines are determined by health, educational and community

professionals in an effort to care for your child, considering the physical environment, time
spent in school, and the potential risk to the health of our students, staff and families.

● Take family members' temperatures twice daily. If temperature reaches 100.0, keep your child
home for 48 hours, with 24 hours of no temperature without fever reducing medication.
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○ Keep your child home if they have a fever, cough, cold or flu symptoms, and have them
return only when these symptoms have subsided for 48 hours, with 24 hours of no
temperature without aid of fever reducing medication.

● Create a family plan:
○ In case your child is sent home from school/bus due to high temperature or is required

to be quarantined or isolated.
○ In the event schools close for a 14-day quarantine.

● Encourage family members to congregate at the bus stop and sit together while riding the bus.
● Talk to your child about changes they may notice at school, reinforcing that these measures

are in place to preserve their health, and the health of those around them.
● As always, please reinforce the importance of respecting the responsibility of teachers and

staff to maintain order in the classroom, the hallway, and other campus areas.
● Prepare to adapt to change.

○ From March 13, 2020, to today, we know that things evolve quickly, and schedule
modifications and/or closures may be unavoidable.

● Recognize you can choose traditional face-to-face school or Homebound options, and
still remain actively enrolled as a student in the Huron School District.

● Understand that we are here to assist you with your child’s educational needs.
● Know that you as a guardian and parent have the right to keep your child home at any time as

you assess risk as it relates to your family.

Return to school procedures after being identified as orange, yellow or red.

Students and staff excluded for presumed or diagnosed with COVID-19
● Follow SD DOH and CDC If You Are Sick Guidance
● Follow current federal, state, and local guidance CDC Return after illness.

○ Positive or suspected case - Exclude until test result is negative OR if
untested, at least 10 days since symptom onset (and 24 hours without fever
AND symptoms improved).

Students and staff who are close contacts:
Individuals identified as close contacts will quarantine for 14 days since last exposure
or may return to school and monitor for symptoms using the following guidelines:

● Any asymptomatic student or staff member who had close contact may
return, must wear a mask, and monitor for symptoms in lieu of quarantine at
home.
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Parents will continue to receive notification of any close contact and may choose to have
students return to school following the guidelines above or follow quarantine
recommendations. Students who quarantine will have absences excused. The Huron
School District is not participating in the state DOH workbook process.

Students and staff are highly encouraged to continue to mask if there is COVID-19 present
in the community. Students and staff can avoid being identified as a close contact by
choosing to wear a mask or provide proof of vaccination.

Healthy Children, who have been named close contacts, may choose to remain in
school if identified as a Healthy Student Initiative. (HSI)
Staff members identified as close contacts may also choose to return to work if identified as
a Critical Infrastructure Worker (C.I.W.) following the guidelines above. Staff members
choosing to follow recommendations to quarantine will have access to leave in accordance
with district leave policies. If symptoms develop within the 14-day quarantine period, the
student or staff member will be excluded and must isolate at home. Students should follow
isolation instructions, including notifying their healthcare provider and school.

The Superintendent will communicate with the Operations Section of the Beadle County
COVID-19 Taskforce, to analyze data and make recommendations regarding Covid Issues.

The “Operations Sections” includes, but are not limited to:
Doug Ramsell County Commissioner
Rick Benson County Commissioner
Denis Drake County Commissioner
Gary Harrington Mayor
Julie Miller SD Department of Health
Ron Hines EMT Ron Hins
Kevin VanDiepen Chief of Police
Doug Solem Sherriff
Taylor Jans Emergency Management
Dr. Joe Carr Covid Testing Center - Contact Tracing
Scott Winegar Covid Testing Center
Ashley Kingdon Covid Care Center Coordination
Rebecca Storm Family Nurse Practitioner - Quick Care
Erick Larson HRMC
Terry Nebelsick Community Member
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Thresholds for Decisions
on School Status

*Signage will be posted on the front doors of every building showing
current threshold status.

THRESHOLD 1

NO

SPREAD

THRESHOLD 2

LOW

SPREAD

THRESHOLD 3

MODERATE

SPREAD

THRESHOLD 4

SUBSTANTIAL

SPREAD

PHASE 1

● Schools Open
● Infection rate less

than 3% (less
than 100 students
/ staff districtwide)

PHASE 2

● Schools Open
● Masking

recommended
● Shielding in place
● Shielding in the

classrooms is at the
discretion of the
teacher.

● Social Distancing
● Hand Washing

PHASE 3

● Schools Open (with
increased safety
measures to Phase
2)

● Masking Required.
● Individual

classrooms or
departments may
be closed

● Inform
parents/families of
increased safety
measures by
building.

● Increase distancing
measures by
building/classroom

PHASE 4

● Buildings closed to
students

● Schools implement
100% distance
learning for Option
A students

● Schools return to
phase 3 after 14
days

● Decisions on all
staff reporting vs.
closing buildings
will be handled by
the
Superintendent’s
office case-by-case.

● Staff bringing
children under
school age into
work will be
determined by
waiver application
to the
superintendent.

5



HEALTH PROTOCOLS
PHASE 1
SCHOOL
OPEN

PHASE 2
SCHOOL OPEN

PHASE 3
SCHOOL OPEN

PHASE 4
SCHOOL
CLOSED

STAFF
● No requirements

STUDENTS
● No requirements

STAFF
● Face-coverings

recommended.
● Face-coverings

required for one-to-one
interaction.

● Face-coverings
required during
movement

● Face-coverings
required during
Quarantine - Critical
Infrastructure Worker
status.

● Health screening and
temperature check
completed at home

STUDENTS
● Face-coverings

recommended.
● Face-coverings

required for one-to-one
interaction.

● Face-coverings
required during
movement.

● Face-coverings
required during Close
Contact Quarantine time

● Health screenings
must be completed at
home

● Temperature checks by
school personnel when
symptoms are observed.

● Temperatures greater
than 100.0 will be sent
home

STAFF
● Face-coverings

required.
● Health screening and

temperature check
completed at home

● Staff working alone in an
area may do so without a
face-covering.

● Staff working with other
staff members with no
students present in an
area where social
distancing is possible
may do so without a
face-covering.

STUDENTS
● Face-coverings

required.
● Face-coverings may be

removed while students
are outside for recess,
social distancing rules
apply and face-coverings
are put back on to return
to the classroom.

● Health screenings
must be completed at
home

● Temperature checks by
school personnel when
symptoms are observed.

● Temperatures greater
than 100.0 will be sent
home

○ Students will be isolated
for parent pick-up

● Not applicable,
schools closed.
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○ Students will be
isolated for parent
pick-up

○ Students may return
when symptoms
have subsided for
48 hours, including
24 hours without aid
of fever reducing
medication.

○ Students may return
when symptoms have
subsided for 48 hours,
including 24 hours
without aid of fever
reducing medication.

○ Bus students with
symptoms will be taken
to school and isolated
for parent pick-up.

7



EDUCATIONAL DELIVERY
PHASE 1

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 2

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 4

SCHOOL
CLOSED

OPTION A & B:
● Traditional

face-to-face
instruction

OPTION A:
● Traditional

face-to-face
instruction

OPTION B:
● Actively enrolled

Huron School District

Covid 19 Homebound

Digital Instruction –

will be limited to the

following situations on

a case-by-case basis:

● A school or schools
are closed due to staff
shortages during
Covid 19 outbreak.

● Student is “Covid
Positive” and in
10-day isolation.

o Student /family
must commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Student is “Covid
Close Contact”
Quarantine and parent
chooses to keep
home.

o Student /family
must commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Student has fragile
health condition as
specifically identified
by the doctor.

o Student /family
must commit to no

OPTION A:
● Traditional

face-to-face
instruction

OPTION B:
● Actively enrolled

Huron School District

Covid 19 Homebound

Digital Instruction –

will be limited to the

following situations on

a case-by-case basis:

● A school or schools
are closed due to staff
shortages during
Covid 19 outbreak.

● Student is “Covid
Positive” and in
10-day isolation.

o Student /family
must commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Student is “Covid
Close Contact”
Quarantine and parent
chooses to keep
home.

o Student /family
must commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Student has fragile
health condition as
specifically identified
by the doctor.

o Student /family
must commit to no

OPTION A:
● Distance learning

for designated
number of days
based on data

OPTION B:
● Actively enrolled

Huron School District

Covid 19 Homebound

Digital Instruction –

will be limited to the

following situations on

a case-by-case basis:

● A school or schools
are closed due to staff
shortages during
Covid 19 outbreak.

● Student is “Covid
Positive” and in
10-day isolation.

o Student /family
must commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Student is “Covid
Close Contact”
Quarantine and parent
chooses to keep
home.

o Student /family
must commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Student has fragile
health condition as
specifically identified
by the doctor.

o Student /family
must commit to no
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activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Parent/home resident
has fragile health
condition.

o Student/family must
commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Parents apprehensive
about children or
adults being out of the
household during the
pandemic & have
demonstrated that the
entire household has
been/continues to be
homebound except for
medical
appointments,
groceries, etc.

o Student /family must
commit to no
activities/ contacts
outside the home.

o Students must have
demonstrated high
achievement in the
homebound setting.

activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Parent/home resident
has fragile health
condition.

o Student/family must
commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Parents apprehensive
about children or
adults being out of the
household during the
pandemic & have
demonstrated that the
entire household has
been/continues to be
homebound except for
medical
appointments,
groceries, etc.

o Student /family
must commit to no
activities/ contacts
outside the home.

o Students must have
demonstrated high
achievement in the
homebound setting.

activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Parent/home resident
has fragile health
condition.

o Student/family must
commit to no
activities or contacts
outside the home.

● Parents apprehensive
about children or
adults being out of the
household during the
pandemic & have
demonstrated that the
entire household has
been/continues to be
homebound except for
medical
appointments,
groceries, etc.

o Student /family
must commit to no
activities/ contacts
outside the home.

o Students must have
demonstrated high
achievement in the
homebound setting.
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INSTRUCTIONAL INFORMATION
PHASE 1

SCHOOL
OPEN

PHASE 2

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 4

SCHOOL
CLOSED

● School is
in-person

● Traditional
face-to-face
instruction

● School is in-person
● Pandemic protocols for

safety during instruction
are implemented.

● Homebound instruction
provided for at risk
health students if
requested and
approved.

● School is in-person
● Pandemic protocols

for safety during
instruction are
implemented.

● Homebound
instruction provided
for at risk health
students if
requested and
approved

● Instruct students on
Google Classroom
use, schedules,
responsibilities etc.
should Phase 4 be
initiated.

● Inform parents that
Google Classroom
is the distance
learning platform.if
we go to Phase 4 /
Red.

● Inform parents that
Google Classroom
is the distance
learning platform.

● Integrate Distance
Learning methods
into regular
instruction

● Distribute 1:1 iPad
technology for K/1
students

● Distribute 1:1
Chromebook
technology for 3 - 8
students.

● Continued staff
development on
Google
Tools/Classroom
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PHYSICAL DISTANCING GROUP SIZE
PHASE 1

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 2

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 4

SCHOOL
CLOSED

● N/A ● Staff will reconfigure
classrooms to protect
students as space
allows.

● Social distancing
where possible
○ Recommend

Wearing
face-covering

● Scheduled movement
where possible
(classes, hallways,
Common areas)

● Stagger recess,
lunch, specials
schedules

● All desks are placed
for best distancing.

● Shielding in the
classrooms is at the
discretion of the
teacher.

● Staff will reconfigure
classrooms to protect
students as space
allows.

● Social distancing
where possible
○ Require

face-covering.
● Minimized movement

where possible
(classes, hallways,
Common areas)

● NO assemblies
● NO field trips
● Stagger recess,

lunch, specials,
schedules as
possible.

● Special Services
determined by IEP.

● All desks are placed
and shielded for best
distancing.

● Not applicable,
schools closed
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CLEANING PROTOCOL
PHASE 1

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 2

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 4

SCHOOL
CLOSED

● Daily Cleaning at
schools as per
normal protocol.

● Increased cleaning of
surfaces

● Nightly disinfecting of
classrooms and
common areas.

● Installation of hand
sanitizing stations.

● Sanitation wipes or
sprays provided in
every classroom

● Increased cleaning
of surfaces

● Nightly disinfecting
of classrooms and
common areas.

● Installation of hand
sanitizing stations.

● Sanitation wipes or
sprays provided in
every classroom

● Schools will be
thoroughly cleaned,
disinfected and
secured until
reopening.

ACCESS TO BUILDINGS
PHASE 1

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 2

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 4

SCHOOL
CLOSED

VISITORS
No visitors past the entry
point without office
permission.

VISITORS
No visitors past the entry

point.
● Limited visitor access

(by appointment;
official school
business only)
face-covering
required.

● Late Arrival:
○ Guardian will

bring student no
further than the
vestibule.

● Early Pick-up:
○ Guardian will

enter the

VISITORS
No visitors past the entry

point.
● Visitor access by

appt. (official school
business only)
face-covering
required.

● Late Arrival -
Guardian will bring
student no further
than the vestibule.

● Early Pick-up
○ Guardian will enter

the vestibule and
wait for student.

● Not applicable,
schools closed

FACILITY USE
AGREEMENTS

● Suspended until
further notice.
Exceptions approved
by the school board
or superintendent if
urgent situation.
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vestibule and wait
for the student.

FACILITY USE
AGREEMENTS

● Suspended during
Covid. Exceptions
must be cleared by
the superintendent.

FACILITY USE
AGREEMENTS

● Suspended until
further notice.
Exceptions approved
by the school board
or supt. in an urgent
situation.

TRANSPORTATION
PHASE 1

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 2

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 4

SCHOOL
CLOSED

● All district
transportation
protocols as normal.

● All district
transportation with
two or more present.

● Staff required to
wear face coverings

● Students required to
wear face coverings

● Bus Stops
○ Socially distanced
○ Wear face

coverings
● District vehicles will

be sanitized after
each use

● All district
transportation with
two or more present.

● Staff required to
wear face coverings

● Students required
to wear face
coverings

● Bus Stops
○ Socially

distanced
○ Wear face

coverings
● District vehicles will

be sanitized after
each use.

● No Student
Transport
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FOOD SERVICES
PHASE 1

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 2

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 4

SCHOOL
CLOSED

● Staff requirements
as per normal
protocols.

● Staff required to
wear face-coverings.

● Breakfast and lunch
served in Commons

● Extend sneeze
guards to counter
level and add to the
height where
necessary.

● Cashiers will wear
face shields or
positioned behind a
plexi shield.

● Barcode readers will
replace the PIN pad
entry system for
students.

● Additional eating
space to maintain
social distance
protocol.

● Extended serving
times where possible.

● Staff required to
wear face-coverings.

● Breakfast and lunch
served in Commons

● Extend sneeze guards
to counter level and
add to the height
where necessary.

● Cashiers will wear
face shields or
positioned behind a
plexi shield.

● Barcode readers will
replace the PIN pad
entry system for
students.

● Additional eating
space to maintain
social distance
protocol.

● Extended serving
times where possible.

● Grab-n-Go meal
delivery reinstated in
Middle School / CTE
Parking Lot as soon
as possible and
weather permitting.
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ACTIVITIES / FACILITY USE
PHASE 1

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 2

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 3

SCHOOL OPEN
PHASE 4

SCHOOL
CLOSED

● Activities in full
session

● Regular spectator
attendance

● Activities in full
session

● Regular spectator
attendance

● Pre-participation
waiver signed by
student and
guardian

● Pre-participation
screening before AM
practices/events

● Equipment/surface/r
oom sanitized after
each practice or
event

● Face-coverings
recommended for
all coaches and
managers

● Face-coverings
required on all
school vehicles.
Transportation
to/from events
decided by parents
with documentation
approved by the
Activities Director.

● Touchless watering
stations. Hand
sanitizing by all
participants during
each water break.

● Modified participation
utilizing
CDC/SDDOH/SDHS
AA and local
guidelines

● If possible - Open
attendance at home
facilities with student
staff masking
required and public
masking strongly
recommended.

● Tiered Attendance:
○ 1st Parents
○ Next Siblings
○ Then Student Body
○ Finally Public

● Streaming service
provided where
applicable.

● Pre-participation
waiver signed by
student and guardian

● Pre-participation
screening before AM
practices/events

● Equipment/surface/ro
om sanitized after
each practice or
event

● Face-coverings
required for all
coaches and
managers

● Face-coverings
required on all
school vehicles.

● Activities suspended
until further notice if
caused by positive
cases of students
and staff.

● Exception - If schools
close due to lack of
staffing, the school
board may approve
continuation of
activities.
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Transportation
to/from events
decided by parents
with documentation
approved by the
Activities Director.

● Touchless watering
stations. Hand
sanitizing by all
participants during
each water break
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PLEASE NOTE: The following pages record the process of re-opening the
schools in August of 2020 - when in “Yellow” for moderate spread. These pages
remain in the plan as an example of the process we would follow if this
pandemic or a future pandemic were to push us into “Yellow” again. As of June
11, 2021, it is our intent to open in “Green” with full access to our normal
beginning of the school year practices - including parents being welcomed to
open house activities.

Overview of Re-opening During a Pandemic
Here is an overview of what we will try to do to make teaching and learning possible.

● Begin school with students in attendance on (*first day of school).
● Components to the re-opening plan:

○ Medical Safety
○ Three models of learning
○ Food Service
○ Transportation
○ Building Level Plans

■ Elementary Kindergarten through Fifth Grade
■ Middle School
■ High School

○ Assessment
○ ESL Welcome Center
○ Special Education
○ Athletics

● TAP (Tiger After-school Program) will follow all school protocols and guidelines.

Medical Safety

● Operations Section of Beadle Co Covid Task Force - advises superintendent on Threshold
Status.

● “Medical Review Committee" - Reviews our health and safety plans and advises.
● Mask and Social Distancing

○ Requirements outlined in the Health Protocol Table.
○ We ask all involved to make the best decisions possible to help us avoid the spread of

any virus and give us the best chance at uninterrupted instruction in our schools.
○ We will continue to be in communication with the SD Department of Health and the SD

Department of Education, so that we have information to make the best decision on
school in session.

● Create "contingency" plans for when students or staff are quarantined.
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Teaching and Learning

● Three delivery models for teaching and learning:
○ School in session for all students.
○ Homebound learning for our Huron students who are not ready to return to the school

buildings due to health reasons and applied for designation through the building
principal.

○ Move to district-wide "distance learning" for short periods of quarantine if there are
outbreaks.

● Technology K-12
○ Grades 9-12 full time one to one as in previous years.
○ Grades 3-8 will have “on-campus” access to Chromebooks until school is interrupted

and district-wide distance learning periods take place.
○ Grades K - 2 will have “on-campus” access to iPads until school is interrupted and

district-wide distance learning periods take place.
○ Huron School District students whose parents apply to have Homebound Instruction

that keeps them out of the buildings will work with school officials on “connecting” to the
on-campus classroom experiences to whatever extent is possible.

● Promote increased “connectivity” to the internet for all families.

Food Service
● At all of the elementary schools we are going to space out our serving periods and have the

students sit so that they can be socially distanced while still in the Commons. The tentative
serving times are 11:00-12:30. We will make sure that the children are not touching other
children’s things by having the milk, silverware, and condiments served to them by either the
kitchen staff or by the paras at each elementary school.

● At the Middle School, we will extend the serving periods and change student seating to allow
for social distancing. The commons will be equipped with rectangular tables and fixed seating
to ensure proper spacing. The tentative lunch times will be from 11:00-1:00. We will not be
serving A la carte items or salad bar to prevent cross contamination. Similar to the elementary
level, kitchen staff, wearing gloves, will serve all items on a tray. Staff will assist with serving
milk. There will be separate tables for student trays and food disposal. The option of serving
students outside of the building during appropriate weather will also be considered.

● At the High School, we will continue to have two lunch periods reducing the number of
students who are in the Commons at one time. Students will be released to go through the
lunch line by table rather than standing in line with everyone else in the Commons. We will
further reduce the number of students in the Commons by giving parents of freshmen students
the option to give their students “open lunch” while we are under the current COVID-19
procedures. We are going to rely on the students to observe social distancing, refrain from
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touching other students’ items in the lunch line and milk, silverware, condiments, and a la carte
items will be self-serve.

● We have yet to devise a full plan for Holy Trinity. Some of that will have to be determined
based on their numbers and how their school is wanting to handle this.

● At every school we will be sanitizing the tables in between each group of students. We already
sanitize the serving line in between each group of kids. We will continue to wash our hands
and wear gloves when touching any food. We will wear face masks any time we are in the
kitchens. We will wear face shields anytime we are near children, or are close to one another.

● Cards will be at every school to eliminate touchpads and the bottleneck of students standing at
the cash register.

● For students who are actively enrolled Homebound learners, a plan will be devised to offer
meals.

Transportation
● Students will wear masks on buses and at bus stops..
● Students will wear masks and practice social distancing at the bus stop.
● Drivers will wear face shields (non-fog) along with a cloth or plastic mask.
● Drivers may wear gloves.
● The drivers will disinfect the buses with spray each time they come back to the transportation

building.
● First students on the bus will go to the back seats of the bus. The next students picked up will

continue to seat themselves from the back forward.
● If capacities allow, leave the front seats on each side of the aisle empty.
● The first students off will be the ones seated toward the front of the bus (last students on the

bus, first students off of the bus).
● There will be hand sanitizer available toward the front of each bus for students and the driver

to use.
● There will be a supply of disinfectant spray, sanitizer wipes, plastic gloves, and individual hand

sanitizer on each bus for the drivers to utilize.
● Provisions will be developed for the “seat buckling process” when applicable.

Building Level Plans

* PPE for staff will be provided by the district

● ELEMENTARY KINDERGARTEN THROUGH FIFTH GRADE
○ We will hold “Virtual Open Houses”

■ A video for each class will be sent out to all.
■ Any “in-person meeting requests” will be scheduled through the building

administrator, and must take place out-of-doors.
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○ No visitors to the building past the entryway. We will use the intercom system as our
communication to parents.

○ Face-covering requirements outlined in Health Protocol Table.
○ Mask and face shields provided for all employees.
○ Plexiglass shielding:

■ Reception desks
■ Teacher desks as requested
■ Student desks and study carrols where applicable.

○ Sanitizer at Entrance, Commons, every classroom, and other high traffic areas of the
building.

○ Classrooms arranged to maximize safety and social distancing.
■ Shields at every student desk or study table.

○ Music class and special classes, when possible, will go to the classrooms or outside
weather permitting. PE outside weather permitting.

○ Water fountains are covered and students bring water bottles to school.
○ Students will work in assigned seats as directed by teachers/staff.

■ Students will clean their work area prior to leaving with approved sanitizing
agents or wipes, under the direction and supervision of the teacher.

■ Students will use their own supplies or those assigned to them.
○ Provide visuals for students to abide by (tape markings, signs, etc.)
○ Students will follow social distancing protocol when using the Commons.
○ Hand hygiene will be carried out to ensure hand washing is done consistently

throughout the day..
○ Informational packets for parents will be sent home at the start of the year to assist and

monitor their child’s health.
○ Educate all “actively enrolled Homebound learners”.

■ Registration for Homebound learners 1st week of August.
■ A contract will be signed by participants and parents agreeing to program

expectations and guidelines.
● MIDDLE SCHOOL

○ We will hold “Virtual Open Houses”
■ A video that will be sent out to all.
■ Information will be provided by STRIPES teachers who will send meeting

information to STRIPES members and parents also including information
regarding the first day of school.

■ Any “in-person meeting requests” will be scheduled through the building
administrator, and must take place out-of-doors.

○ No visitors to the building past the entryway. We will use the intercom system as our
communication to parents.

○ Face-covering requirements outlined in Health Protocol Table.
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○ Mask and face shields provided for all employees.
○ Plexiglass shielding:

■ Reception desks
■ Teacher desks as requested
■ Student desks and study carrols where applicable.

○ Sanitizer at Entrance, Commons, every classroom, and other high traffic areas of the
building.

○ Classrooms arranged to maximize safety and social distancing.
■ Shields at every student desk or study table.

○ Music class and special classes, when possible, will go to the classrooms or outside
weather permitting. PE outside weather permitting.

○ Public water fountains available as bottle filling stations only.
○ Students will work in assigned seats as directed by teachers/staff.

■ Students will use their own supplies or those assigned to them.
■ Students will clean their work area prior to leaving with approved sanitizing

agents or wipes, under the direction and supervision of the teacher.
○ 6th grade:

■ Will enter and leave the building through assigned doors into the 6th grade house
area.

■ Breakfast will be served from 9:00- 9:30.. Students will follow lunchroom
protocols.

○ 7th grade:
■ Will enter through the entrance east of the main entrance. Breakfast will be

served from 7:50-8:05.
○ 8th grade:

■ Will enter the building into the 8th grade house area.
■ Breakfast will be served from 7:50-8:05.

● Educate all “actively enrolled Homebound learners”.
○ Registration for Homebound learners early August.
○ A contract will be signed by participants and parents agreeing to program expectations

and guidelines.
● HIGH SCHOOL

○ We will hold “Virtual Open Houses”
■ Mr. Radke and Mr. Mittelstedt will create a “Back To School” video

to share with the public before school starts.
■ Any “in-person meeting requests” will be scheduled through the building

administrator, and must take place out-of-doors.
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○ No visitors to the building past the entryway. We will use the intercom system as our
communication to parents.

○ Face-covering requirements outlined in Health Protocol Table.
○ Masks and face shields are provided for all employees in the school.
○ Plexiglass shielding:

■ Reception desks
■ Teacher desks as requested
■ Student desks and study carrols where applicable.

○ Sanitizer at Entrance, Commons, every classroom, and other high traffic areas of the
building.

○ Classrooms arranged to maximize safety and social distancing.
○ Music and physical education classes are encouraged to have class in the auditorium or

outside when possible.
○ Jr/Sr Study Hall will be encouraged to social distance in the Commons.
○ Public water fountains available as bottle filling stations only.
○ Educate all “actively enrolled distance learners”.

■ Registration for distance learners in early August.
■ A contract will be signed by participants and parents agreeing to program

expectations and guidelines.
Assessment

● NWEA will be given in the first two weeks of school in every building.
○ Completed on individual student-assigned iPad

■ Increased flexibility in scheduling
■ Taken in classrooms allowing for greater social distancing while testing

ESL Welcome Center
● New student registration

○ In hallway outside of office
○ Staff will be wearing face shield or mask
○ Parent & student will be provided a mask
○ Gloves will be available to staff
○ Appointment required

■ only new student(s) and parent/guardian attend
○ Hand sanitizer station set up outside the office door
○ Table sanitized after each appointment
○ Family Health Information Orientation

■ Masking, hand washing, temperature checks, social distancing, bus requirements

Special Education

● Clear plastic masks will be used when necessary to provide services.
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○ Masks provided by the district
○ Providers may wear gloves when deemed necessary

● District service providers will disinfect service/evaluation areas between sessions/students.
● IEP and other parent meetings will be conducted virtually, phone conference, or email

whenever possible.
● Service areas are arranged to accommodate social distancing guidelines using plexiglass

dividers where needed.
● In the event of a quarantine, a plan for each child will be developed for the continuation of

special services by the child’s IEP team.
● A plan is in place for educating those students who are actively enrolled as distance learners

and not prepared to return to school in August.
○ A contract will be signed by participants and parents agreeing to program expectations

and guidelines.
● Plexiglass dividers will be used when needed.

Athletics

Testing regimens, specific guidelines regarding mass gatherings, and response to a student or team
member testing positive for COVID-19 (including contact tracing) are all currently under review, and
guidance will come from CDC and state and local health departments. Limited testing availability, lack
of resources for contact tracing, and expanding knowledge of the characteristics of COVID-19
transmission could all result in significant changes to the recommendations below. The NFHS,
SDHSAA and ESD expect to disseminate this information as it becomes available.

Phases for All Huron School District Activities and Sports:

Phase 1: All Activities and Sports are open as normal. Practices/ Events/ Travel may resume
at all levels and activities.

Phase 2 & 3: Practice with Limited Travel and Limited Events

Phase 4: Activities suspended until further notice if caused by positive cases of students and staff.

Exception - If schools close due to lack of staffing, school board may approve
continuation of activities.

Event Attendance Phases:

Phase 1: Regular Spectator Attendance

Phase 2 & 3: Regular Spectator Attendance unless specified by the Superintendent working
with the Operations Task Force. Sections of Huron Arena may be blocked off in the event of
events on two consecutive nights.
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Phase 4: Activities suspended until further notice if caused by positive cases of students and staff.

Exception - If schools close due to lack of staffing, school board may approve
continuation of activities.

Travel:

Sports teams and activities should limit travel to only those who will play, particularly when long
trips are required by bus or van. If requested in advance, travel may be individual by a coach
or athletes with family members. When using a bus, students and staff will sit appropriately
spaced within the bus. We will load the bus from back to front and exit from front to back. All
who ride the bus will sit in the same seat to and from the activity.

Transportation Considerations:

● Students will wear face coverings while in a school vehicle.
● Transportation staff will clean and disinfect high contact areas between runs/routes.
● Hand sanitizer will be available in each bus/suburban/van.
● Each vehicle will be disinfected thoroughly at the end of each trip.
● Students will be socially/physically distanced as possible – family members may sit multiple to

a seat.

Health and Safety Measures for all Conditioning, Practice, and Contests regardless of phase:

A. Screen for signs of COVID-19:
● All rostered individuals will be screened for signs/symptoms of COVID-19 prior to a

workout. Screening includes a temperature check.
● Responses to screening questions for each person should be recorded and stored

securely and in compliance with privacy laws so that there is a record of everyone
present in case a student develops COVID-19.

● Any person with symptoms of COVID-19 should not be allowed to participate and
should contact his or her primary care provider or other appropriate health-care
professional.

● People at risk for COVID-19 should consult with their medical provider regarding
participation in athletic activities.

B. Protocol for Confirmed Close Contact and Positive Cases:
● ALL indications of positive cases and confirmed close contact (within 6 feet for at least

15 minutes of time starting two days prior to symptom onset) must come through the
South Dakota Department of Health.
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● Any Department of Health verified close contact must follow SDDOH guidelines.
Currently, those guidelines require a 14-day quarantine from the date of contact away
from school and daily screening of symptoms.

● Any Department of Health verified positive case must follow SDDOH guidelines.
Currently, those guidelines require the individual to self-isolate for 10 days from the first
onset of symptoms and must be fever free for 72 hours without the use of
fever-reducing medications. Trainer must be involved in re-entry prior to participation.

● Schools must notify the SDHSAA of any verified close contact or positive cases of
rostered individuals via the SDHSAA School Zone. No personally identifiable
information will be contained in the notification to the SDHSAA. All information will be
treated in compliance with HIPAA and FERPA from the member school and the
SDHSAA.

C. Practice good hygiene
● Athletes, coaches, officials, and staff should wash their hands with soap and water or

use hand sanitizer, especially after touching frequently used items or surfaces.
Individuals should wash their hands for a minimum of 20 seconds with warm water and
soap before touching any surfaces or participating in workouts or contests.

● Avoid touching your face.
● Sneeze or cough into a tissue or the inside of your elbow.
● Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible.
● All are encouraged to wear face coverings while in public and when social distancing is

not possible.
● Appropriate clothing/shoes should be worn at all times in the weight room to minimize

sweat from transmitting onto equipment/surfaces.
● No pre-game and post-game handshakes/high-fives/fist bumps in any activity.
● Students must be encouraged to shower and wash their workout clothing immediately

upon returning.

Concessions:

Each district is asked to follow the COVID-19: FOOD CONCESSION STAND FOR SCHOOL
AND TEMPORARY EVENTS put out by the SD Department of Health.

Head Table:

Only essential workers will be allowed in this area. Managers, statisticians, trainers, etc must
sit in the bleachers to allow for social distancing at the head table.

Bench area or sideline:

Only coaches and athletes in uniform will be allowed on the bench or sideline to allow for
social distancing (Medical personnel can be an exception on the sideline). Benches will be
spread apart as much as possible. Only team personnel who may play in the contest will
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dress to allow for social distancing. If there are not enough chairs in the bench area, the extra
players must sit in the bleachers behind the bench. Masks for players not playing are
recommended but not required. All athletes should use hand sanitizer, provided at the head
table, before entering and exiting the playing court.

Other Guidelines:

● Guidance regarding social distancing and hygiene will be posted at facility entrances
and high traffic areas.

● Encourage and support the use of masks by spectators.
● Spectators at the game will be a local decision. The host school MUST inform the

visiting school in advance if any restrictions are in place as early as possible. If schools
want to save sections for social distancing, those should be clearly marked and
advertised.

● Facility cleaning guidance for the summer should be continued throughout the school
year.

● SDHSAA will determine if a contest is a “no contest” or “forfeit”. This will be outlined in
the SDHSAA Fall Sports/Activities Task Force Plan.

● Goals for all schools should be consistent:
○ Do what is best for ALL kids.
○ Do what is best to start and end each season.

● Follow in-season modifications outlined by SDHSAA and let visiting schools know of
procedures to follow when traveling to the host school at least a day or two in advance.
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Guiding Principles & Phased Approach

Athletics

Phase Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

Infection Risk Level Low Risk Elevated Risk High Risk

Community Spread:
As determined by
the operation
section of the
Beadle County
COVID-19 Task
Force

None Minimal to Moderate Substantial Spread within
school district students.

Rationale Open for all
Practices/Events/Travel

Practice/Limited
Travel/Limited Events

In the event directed health
measures require social
distancing in the facilities or
limiting the numbers of
students in a gymnasium or
fields.

No School/No Practice/No
Eventsclosed due to unsafe
conditions.
Exception: If schools closed
due to staff shortage, School
Board may approve activities.

Event Attendance Regular Spectator Attendance Regular Spectator Attendance
unless specified by the
Superintendent working with
the Operations Task Force.

No Events
Closed due to unsafe
conditions.
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Huron School District Covid 19 Homebound Digital Instruction

*Limited to the following situations on a case-by-case basis:

● A school or schools are closed due to staff shortages during Covid 19 outbreak.
● Student is “Covid Positive” and in 10-day isolation.

o Student /family must commit to no activities or contacts outside the home.
● Student is “Covid Close Contact” Quarantine and parent chooses to keep home.

o Student /family must commit to no activities or contacts outside the home.
● Student has fragile health condition as specifically identified by doctor.

o Student /family must commit to no activities or contacts outside the home.
● Parent/home resident has fragile health condition.

o Student/family must commit to no activities or contacts outside the home.
● Parents are apprehensive about children or adults being out of the household during

the pandemic – and –
have demonstrated that the entire household has been and continues to be

homebound except for medical appointments, groceries, etc.
o Student /family must commit to no activities or contacts outside the home.
o Students must have demonstrated high achievement in the homebound

setting.

In the event that the building administration and parents are unable to reach consensus on
Huron School District Covid 19 Home Bound Digital Instruction Option, the formal
grievance procedures may be utilized.

Point of Clarification:  The Huron School District Covid 19 Home Bound Digital Instruction
 program does not change a parent’s option to utilize the South Dakota School Exemption
Law – i.e. Home School. 

The school does not recommend home school, as you are no longer eligible for a Huron
School District diploma.  This option removes you from any connections to the school
district – other than access to textbooks.

As a result of the adoption of the above policy, all current distance learners must complete
the attached form.
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Homebound Student Application

Student Name___________________________________________________

Student is applying for homebound status because: (circle one)

A) Student has fragile health condition as specifically identified by a doctor

B) Parent or home resident has a fragile health condition

C) Parents are apprehensive about children and adults being out of the household during the

pandemic and have demonstrated that the entire household has been and continues to be

homebound except for medical appointments, groceries, etc.

If a student is applying for homebound status for medical reasons, please include documentation

with this form.

By signing below the student and parent agree that everyone who lives in the house will be

quarantined inside the home and will only leave the home for essential reasons such as medical

appointments, groceries, etc. This does not include going to work. All individuals in the house

must be working from home.

Student Signature ____________________________

Parent Signature ____________________________

Principal Signature ____________________________

Updated 12-14-2020 / School Board Approved
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Implementing Safety Practices for Critical Infrastructure Workers Who
May Have Had Exposure to a Person with Suspected or Confirmed

COVID-19

Interim Guidance

Updated April 20, 2020

To ensure continuity of operations of essential functions, CDC advises that critical infrastructure workers
may be permitted to continue work following potential exposure to COVID-19, provided they remain

asymptomatic and additional precautions are implemented to protect them and the community.

A potential exposure means being a household contact or having close contact within 6 feet of an
individual with confirmed or suspected COVID-19. The timeframe for having contact with an individual

includes the period of time of 48 hours before the individual became symptomatic.

Critical Infrastructure workers who have had an exposure but remain asymptomatic should adhere to
the following practices prior to and during their work shift:

● Pre-Screen: Employers should measure the employee’s temperature and assess symptoms prior to them

starting work. Ideally, temperature checks should happen before the individual enters the facility.

● Regular Monitoring: As long as the employee doesn’t have a temperature or symptoms, they should

self-monitor under the supervision of their employer’s occupational health program.

● Wear a Mask: The employee should wear a face mask at all times while in the workplace for 14 days after last

exposure. Employers can issue facemasks or can approve employees’ supplied cloth face coverings in the

event of shortages.

● Social Distance: The employee should maintain 6 feet and practice social distancing as work duties permit in

the workplace.

● Disinfect and Clean work spaces: Clean and disinfect all areas such as offices, bathrooms, common areas,

shared electronic equipment routinely.

If the employee becomes sick during the day, they should be sent home immediately. Surfaces in their
workspace should be cleaned and disinfected. Information on persons who had contact with the ill

employee during the time the employee had symptoms and 2 days prior to symptoms should be compiled.
Others at the facility with close contact within 6 feet of the employee during this time would be

considered exposed.

Appendix 3
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/caring-for-yourself-at-home.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/disinfecting-building-facility.html


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & HEALTH GUIDANCE

The Department of Education is partnering with the Department of Health and K-12
school leaders to provide guidance for reopening and daily operations in SY 2020-21,
recognizing that schools will need to be flexible and adjust to changing conditions.

Special thanks to the K-12 practitioners who are assisting in this process.

STARTING WELL DOCUMENTS: All documents provided to schools by the
SD Department of Education and SD Department of Health.

COVID-19 MITIGATION IN SCHOOLS

SCHOOL SCENARIOS
32

https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/documents/AdvisoryGroup-0620.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/startingwell.aspx
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/documents/MitigationinSchools.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/documents/SchoolScenarios.pdf
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF…

INITIATING A CASE INVESTIGATION
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https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/documents/Whatif.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/documents/CaseInvestigation.pdf


ISOLATION VERSUS QUARANTINE

35

https://doh.sd.gov/documents/COVID19/Isolation_Quarantine.pdf
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