
     On January 21, the 
building trades class received 
a large donation as a part of 
a sponsorship from Builders 
First Source. The donation 
amounts to $25,000 or $5,000 
per year over the course of the 
next five years. 
     The check was presented 
by Dustin Christianson, the 
retail manager at the local 
store, and it was given to Mr. 
Busch, the building trades 
teacher.
     Builders First Source is 
located at 445 4th St NW 
in Huron. From lumber to 
windows and doors, they 
supply the building trades 
class with anything they need 
to build the house. 
     Along with providing 
the supplies that the class 
needs, they also work with 
the future home owners to 
make the blueprints for the 
house. The blueprints have 
measurements for the home 
down to the sixthteenth of an 
inch. 

     The partnership with 
Builders First Source is not a 
new one though. The building 

trades class has been getting 
supplies from them for over 
40 years. 

     In those 40 years, Builders 
First Source has had two 
other well known names 

in the industry. When the 
partnership first began the 
retail store was called UBC, 
and more recently it was 
called ProBuild.
     Christianson frequently 
keeps in contact with Mr. 
Busch to see when the class 
is ready for their next set of 
materials for the house. The 
materials are then always 
brought directly to the 
vocational building for easy 
access by the students.
     With the school district 
being loyal to the store for 40 
years, Builders First Source 
wanted to give back. Busch is 
ecstatic about the sponorship 
because it gives the class the 
funds to get anything they 
might need: hammers, tape 
measures, glue, nails, screws, 
etc.
     As well as helping 
the school district, the 
sponsorship also ensures the 
partnership and business 
for Builders First Source for 
many years to come.     
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Is China spying on America?
BY CLAIRE SCHOENHARD AND BRYN HUBER

$25,000 towards building the future
BY DYLAN LICHTY
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Sophomore, Ronaldo Pineda, shows Mr. Jones what 
is on his TikTok “For You” page. Jones does not 
understand what the excitement is behind the 
platform. 

The 3rd period building trades class poses with the check and Builders First Source banner.  The 
banner is now hung up in the new shop for all building trades classes to see.
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     In recent years, TikTok has become one of the 
most popular social media platforms, especially 
for teenagers. There is no doubt that this app has 
become an addiction for many people. In fact, it is 
stated that the average person will spend close to 
ninety minutes a day on this platform. When put 
into perspective, that can be close to four hundred 
TikTok videos watched in that time period. 
     Huron High School is full of TikTok users. 
Many of them admit that they are addicted to the 
platform. CJ Gainey states that when he is bored, his 
first app to pick up is TikTok. In fact, Gainey spent 
a total of twenty-one hours in one week on the app, 
according to his screen time. Along with Gainey, 
Chloe Culver admits to having an addiction to the 
app as well. In just one day, Culver spent almost 
seven hours on the platform.  
     This addiction could potentially become harmful 
in regards to the U.S. government. There have been 
many happenings lately, including Kristi Noem, 
the South Dakota Governor, banning the app for 
all government workers in the state. Also, as of 
February 28, 2023, a bill was approved by the U.S. 
House of Representatives allowing Biden to ban 
TikTok on federal devices and systems. The bill 
allows federal workers thirty days to remove the 
app from their devices. 
     Not only are the government and federal 
agencies banning the app, but there has been talk 
that the United States is looking to ban the app for 
the nation as a whole. The banning of the app for 
all government and federal workers, along with 
possibly the nation, goes to show that there may be 
potential danger; China may be using this app to 
spy on the United States.
     While Gainey and Culver admit their addiction 
to TikTok, Holden Hegg is one of few students who 
has chosen not to associate with the platform. Hegg 
states that he deleted the app sophomore year, as 

he felt that the Chinese government were using it to 
spy on him. 
     Along with the TikTok issue, in the past month 
China sent a spy balloon which was drifting across 
the United States skies for seven days before being 
shot down over the Atlantic Ocean. This incident 
caused many Americans to paid more attention to 
China.
     The question still stands: why didn’t the 
government shoot it down sooner? Pentagon 
officials said that the balloon showed no military 
or physical threat to the United States. Government 
officials decided to wait for the balloon to be over 
the ocean so there wasn’t risk of falling debris, 
which could have potentially hurt innocent 
civilians. 
     Although this topic can be a worry for some 
people, Mr. Jones states that he thinks this whole 
topic is a bit “overblown” and that the government  
has had some sort of paranoia about China over the 
last couple of years. The United States always needs 
a country to pick on, and at the moment it is China. 
     TikTok is not the only way to spy on each other, 
as satellites have also played a huge role in spying. 
Each and every day there are satellites that orbit 
and watch over every move that is made. People 
can know exactly what everyone is doing. Satellites 
can reach more information than spy balloons. This 
is the reason many people are confused as to why 
China has been sending them over. 
     As far as the spy balloons go, Jones feels that 
China wanted a reaction out of the U.S. government. 
“It’s a game of cat and mouse that we have played 
forever,” Jones stated. China and the U.S. have been 
competing against eachother in one big competition 
for several years.  
     In the coming months, local, state, and federal 
agencies will consider the long-term impacts of 
apps like Tik Tok.



     During these cold winter 
months, the long walk from 
the parking lot to the front 
door can be treacherous and 
uncomfortable, especially on 
windy or snowy days. Huron 
High School has six different 
entrance doors around the 
building, but only one is 
open for students to enter. 
Wouldn’t it be nice if we 
could just walk in any door 
we pleased?
     Before the terrorist attacks 
of September 2001, HHS 
students could enter or 
exit any door on the school 
grounds whenever they 
wanted to, but with the rise of 
school shootings and acts of 
violence in recent years, the 
need for a secure building has 

grown larger. Currently at 
HHS, only the main entrance 
at the front of the building 
is open for students to enter. 
The other doors are available 
to be used, but they can only 
be used to exit the building.
     The front office went 
through a renovation in 
2019 and 2020 to create a 
more secure entrance to the 
building. During construction, 
the office was moved to the 
orchestra room/TV studio, 
and the main entrance to the 
building was through the 
northeast doors. 
     After the renovations were 
completed, the administration 
cracked down on the 
punishment for sneaking 
in the side doors. Though 
a specific punishment for 
sneaking in is not listed 
in the student handbook, 
the punishment associated 
with the offense has been 
suspension for all students 
involved.
     Officer Stephanie Vaitohi, 
the school resource officer at 
HHS, says the reason behind 
the side doors being closed is 
for the safety of the students. 
“I like knowing who’s in the 
building,” she says. Due to 
the events in Uvalde, Texas 
this past year, the urgency 
behind the security has grown 
as well.
     On May 24, 2022, 
nineteen students and two 
teachers were killed at Robb 
Elementary School in Uvalde, 
Texas. The aftermath of these 
events has sparked renewed 

urgency in promoting school 
security and saftey.
     With the state of the 
world today, we all have to 
be prepared for whatever 
situation may arise. Having 
a secure entrance to our 
school is a great first step, 
even if that means the added 
inconvenience of walking to 
the front of the building
     It would be nice to have 
multiple entrances to the 
school, especially in these 
colder months, but to have 
security for all those entrances 
is unfeasible, at least for now. 
Vaitohi says, “I know it’s a 
hassle, but it’s just one of 
those things we have to do.”

     There are a troop of scholars in the student body who 
decide to join the armed forces during or after high school 
every year. The armed forces have many recruiters looking 
for candidates to enlist. Sergeant First Class (SFC) Flemming 
is one of our local Army National Guard recruiters who has 
given multiple students the opportunity to experience army 
life. To start, students who join the military should know 
what the general expectations and benefits are.
     “To me, whatever branch you join, you should expect 
that they will train you (likely through a form of yelling 
and physical remedial training, but this is done so that new 
recruits understand the importance of what they are being 
taught) and for you to be willing to deploy, fight, and win 
our nations war all while living the core values taught to 
you during training,” says SFC Flemming when asked what 
some of the general expectations are.
     For the benefits, SFC Flemming explains it best: “In the 
Army National Guard we provide assistance paying for state 
colleges and technical schools in the form of both tuition 
assistance and your GI Bill. We also have health insurance 
that Soldiers can enroll in for a very low monthly premium. 
Some people will qualify for cash enlistment bonuses 
(today it’s $20,000). Other notable benefits: leadership skills, 
excellent job training, discipline, part-time employment, 
steady check, retirement benefit, stay healthy and in shape, 
and my favorite, getting paid to see the world!!”
     From Flemming’s point of view, the most substantial 
benefit is that “you are a part of an organization that wants 
to do everything in it’s power to help you be successful. 
From the financial support to help pay for college and to 
start your adulthood off on the right foot, not in debt, and to 
continue providing training and resources throughout your 
career.”
     If the benefits are top notch, why wouldn’t everyone hop 
on the military bandwagon? Although Flemming would like 
everyone to enlist, there may be some hiccups along the way. 
For example, there could be some health issues that may 
possibly result in not being qualified to serve. In addition, 
joining the military is a big commitment. For Flemming, 
leaving her family and home for training was hard, but for 
her, the pros outweigh the cons, and it was well worth the 
many experiences she has gained along the way. If you have 
any interest or questions about the Army National Guard, 
email SFC Flemming at elizabeth.l.flemming.mil@army.mil 
or text her at (605)-490-0691.
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To join or not to join? Side doors securing school
BY SIKE MA NOKE

Signs facing the outside of 

the side doors at HHS warn 

students and outsiders to use 

only the front door to enter 

the building. During the cold 

months, it can be tempting 

to sneak inside, but entering 

through the side doors 

compromises security.

     As the end of the second semester 
draws nearer, many seniors are 
thinking very hard about graduation 
parties, college applications, and 
senior pictures. Senior pictures are 
a longstanding tradition among 
graduating classes, but have recent 

trends in cost taken the sparkle out of 
the picture?
     When senior portraits first started, 
they were just like any other school 
picture, a nice, simple snapshot that 
gave everyone the same or similar 
quality of image. As time went on,
though, photographers have turned to 
more exotic ways of showcasing the 
graduating class, and they are paid 
handsomely for doing so. Modern-
day senior pictures feature a variety 
of different poses, angles, and styles, 
most of which convey a cheesy, 
scripted portrait of the student. Some
students can spend thousands of 
dollars to get the right shot.
     Today’s senior pictures often rely 
heavily on the use of background 
and props to convey the students’ 
interests. Professional photographers 
often use props such as cars or sports 
equipment to portray an image of 
the students’ personality, but having 
these props can take away from the 
original focus of the portrait -- the 
students. Fitting a large object like a 
car or tractor in the frame forces the 
student to become an afterthought in 
the picture, making the picture less
valuable to parents, grandparents, 

and friends who want to see a 
picture of the senior’s smiling face. 
Photographers may also charge more 
depending on the amount of locations 
or props the student wants to use.
     Hiring a professional photographer 
can be a financial burden on some 
families, so the use of part-time 
photographers has grown in the past 
few years. Senior Brynn Gose had her 
portraits done by her brother, who 
lives in Florida. She did one session at 
a park in Florida, which ended 
up costing her around 800 dollars. 
She says the quality of the pictures 
depends on the cost to an extent, but 
that she is happy with her results and 
“the quality is amazing!”
     Senior Isabelle Ellwein had 
three photo sessions with local 
photographer Bob Landstrom. She 
chose him to take her pictures because 
he is a family friend and he has taken 
pictures for her family as well. She 
doesn’t know how much the total cost 
will be for her pictures, but she
believes the quality is good no matter 
the cost.
     Senior portraits are a window 
into the end of a student’s high 
school career, but the cost can 

discourage some students from hiring 
professional photographers. With 
great advances in camera technology 
and an increase in the availability of 
quality pictures, will expensive
professional photographers become a 
thing of the past?

Senior pictures: Is quality worth cost?

Senior Brynn Gose poses for her senior 

pictures in Florida. She opted to hire her 

brother as her photographer, and she is  

satisfied with the quality of her pictures.

BY NOAH BECK
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Signs on the inside of the side 

doors reiterate that they are 

for exit only, as well as warning 

students not to open the doors 

for others. The punishment for 

sneaking in the side doors is 

suspension for both the student 

entering as well as the student 

opening the door.
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Senior Isabelle Ellwein stands among 

jerseys and equipment from her high 
school sports career. Like Gose, she was 

happy with how her pictures turned out.

PHOTO BY LANDSTROM’S PHOTO LOFT
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      “Icks,” which are heavily 
discussed on TikTok lately, are when 
attractions to a current or potential 
partner are suddenly flipped to a 
feeling of disgust. It’s quite normal 
for the “ick” to show up in a newly 
forming relationship, as well as in a 
long-term relationship. 
     It all starts when someone is first 
starting a relationship or simply 
having a crush and they do something 
that immediately turns off their 
interest and it progressively just gets 
worse from there. 
     TikTok users have shared some 

of their “icks,” which include: “got 
a buzz cut,” “talks in a baby voice,” 
“held my hand in public.”
   We have all probably been in a 
situation where we are spending time 
with someone, and they do something 
that just bothers or disgusts us. 
Sometimes we can get past it but 
other times the image sticks with you. 
Therefore, “the ick” isn’t just used 
in relationships or “situationships,” 
it can be used toward anyone. That 
includes pets, friends, and/or family. 
     Everyone has their own pet peeves 
including: chewing loudly, someone 

talking during a movie, having an 
invasion of privacy or anything that 
they consider a bother or disgust. 
      Though the term has been brought 
back thanks to TikTok, it seems the 
term originated from the late ‘90s TV 
show Ally McBeal. 
     In the show, McBeal tells the 
person whom she’s seeing that she 
doesn’t think they’re a good match, 
although she’s not quite sure why she 
feels that way. She calls the sensation, 
“the ick,” saying that it means, “it’s 
just not meant to be.”
     “The ick” has become a popular 

trend on TikTok. Despite the fact that 
the trend could potentially be hurtful 
and mean, many influencers have said 
it feels like therapy, because you are 
being honest with people. 
     When people share their “icks” 
with one another, it allows them to 
be aware of the things they do and 
say that bother one another. Doing so 
could have two outcomes: leaving the 
realtionship or having a conversation 
about it and making it stronger. “Icks” 
are commonly used in our generation 
today and will continue to affect the 
teenagers of our society.

     
     When it comes to 
choosing between a Hydro 
Flask or a Stanley, senior 
Kaydence Tschetter prefers 
Hydro Flasks and junior 
Chasety Christensen sides 
with the Stanley. 
     But what makes the 
two cups so different? 
According to Tschetter, she 
prefers the Hydro Flask 
because it’s easier to carry 
around and because of 
the variety of colors you 
can pick from, plus being 
able to add accessories 
on it. Christenson prefers 
her Stanley because of the 
handle, color range, and 
the shape of it. “They are 
expensive but I use it almost 
every day so I’m getting my 
moneys worth.” Replied 
Christensen, when asked if 
the price was worth it. 
     Although both the Hydro 
Flask and Stanley have quite 
a few similarities, they do 
have one major difference, 
and that is the appearance. 
Hydro Flasks come in many 
sizes ranging from 20 oz. 
to 40 oz. Stanley does not 
come in many sizes, but it 
does have one of everyone’s 
favorite unique features, 
and that is being able to fit 
into any cars cup holder. 

Getting “the ick” is a real dating phenomenon
BY MARISOL DUBON 

     Music from the 80’s is arguably some 
of the best music in history. With artists 
such as Queen and Michael Jackson in 
their prime, there was a lot of unique 
music being produced. 
     However, two artists that were 
making music during that era have very 
similar styles and often get confused: 
Billy Joel and Elton John. 
     The question is, which one is better? 
Both of them have several iconic hits. It’s 
no question they both have immaculate 
range. They have made many upbeat 
songs such as Billy Joel’s Still Rock and 
Roll to Me and Uptown Girl, or Elton 
John’s I’m Still Standing. 
     Likewise, both artists have made 
numerous songs that are slow and 
smooth, Billy Joel with songs such as 

Piano Man or Vienna and Elton John with 
Rocket Man and Tiny Dancer. 
    So, which is better? It is not a simple 
question, therefore it doesn’t have a 
simple answer. If we measure by top 10 
hits, Elton John is the clear winner. 
     His 33 top 10 singles in his career 
easily beats Billy Joel’s 13, but Elton John 
has been making music for nearly 60 
years, while Billy Joel hasn’t released an 
album since 2001 (28 years after his first 
song release). 
     If we want to measure by nominations 
and awards, Billy Joel is the winner 
with 6 Grammy awards out of 18 
nominations, beating Elton John’s 5 wins 
out of 35 nominations. 
     Measuring by raw talent, it’s a very 
close competition. The two have almost 

eerily similar voices and both possess 
extreme range. Two songs from each 
of these artists can sound completely 
different from each other. 
     Since there is clearly no objective way 
to measure which of them is better, it has 
to come down to a matter of opinion.
     After careful consideration of both 
artists’ songwriting talent and singing 
ability, it is my opinion that Billy Joel 
is the better of the two. The way his 
songs seem to never play at the wrong 
time solidifies him as the winner of this 
contest in my eyes. Don’t get me wrong, 
Elton John’s music has its place. I’m Still 
Standing is one of my favorite feel-good 
songs of all time, but iconic songs like We 
Didn’t Start the Fire and You May be Right, 
in the end, give Billy Joel the win.

     In today’s world, music is a huge part 
of everyday life. Most of us can’t imagine 
driving down the street without listening 
to our favorite songs. However, there is a 
lot of debate surrounding how we access 
our music. Specifically, which is better: 
Spotify or Apple Music? 
     Apple Music and Spotify are both 
subscription-based music platforms; 
Apple Music comes available with Apple 
products such as iPhones or iPads, and 

Spotify is an independent service that is 
available for download. 
     These are the two most used music 
streaming platforms, and almost 
everyone seems to have an opinion 
on which one is better. Though they 
essentially have the same function, 
playing music, there are certain features 
that make each one more preferable to 
different people. 
     For example, Spotify offers a free 

version with ads, limited skips, etc., 
while Apple offers a free version in 
which you have to pay for each song 
individually. Spotify also comes with 
podcasts, while Apple offers a separate 
service specifically for podcasts. Cost is 
also a factor in the decision; Spotify costs 
a dollar less per month at $9.99/month, 
or $4.99 for college students. For help 
on the issue, I asked four HHS students 
their opinions.

Billy “Piano Man” Joel v. Elton “Rocket Man” John 

Spotify or Apple Music: which is better?

BY TYSON RUTH 

BY TYSON RUTH 
Heated 

debate over 

waterbottles 
BY MARISOL DUBON 
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Kaydence Tschetter poses 

with her bright green 

Hydro Flask, while Chasety 

Christensen poses with her 

light pink Stanley.   Both girls 

carry their cups with them 

everyday. 
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ELIN SCHOENHARD

FRESHMAN
     

“I think Apple Music is a better 

choice than Spotify. I think Apple 

Music is a great music platform 

because there’s a ton of music 

to listen to with no ads, it makes 

playlists based on what you listen 

to so they’re specific to you, it has 
the lyrics to the song while playing 

in case you don’t know a part of the 

song, and it has a ton of categories 

and genres to choose music from.”

LOGAN LEYENDECKER
SOPHOMORE

    

“I prefer Spotify over Apple Music 

for one simple reason. That is the 

fact that Spotify has a feature that 

makes playlists for you based on the 

type of music you listen to. I always 

like to find new music I’ve never 
heard before, and this feature is very 

helpful for that. In addition, it helps 

so that I don’t get stuck listening 

to the same music over and over, 

causing me to get sick of it.”

ASHLEY SEDERSTROM
JUNIOR

   

 “I prefer Apple Music over any 

other music streaming app. I enjoy 

not having ads or pop ups while 

changing songs.  Apple Music also has 

all the songs I love and has options 

to introduce you to various different 

songs/music genres. Another feature 

I like is how the app picks up 

where I left off. Once I connect my 

bluetooth it will continue to play the 

song I left off on.

ELLIOTT DEVRIES
SENIOR

    

 “I think Spotify is the better music 

platform for many reasons. Firstly, it 

is the more convenient option. I can 

use it on my Samsung phone that 

doesn’t have the ability to use Apple 

Music. Secondly, It is cheaper; Spotify 

costs only $5 for students in college. 

The last reason I like it better is the 

unreleased music that is available on 

Spotify, as well as certain podcasts.”



Tiger Stripes
March 13, 20234 Sports

Signing their future 
BY KAIDEN CAUDELL

      Many students at HHS 
are taking their athletic and 
academic capabilities to the 
next level by committing 
themselves to a college or 
university. These students 
are either already signed or 
are waiting to sign with these 
schools to become college 
athletes. This is a major 
achievement for any student 
athlete who plans to further 
their athletic career. 
      Dylan Lichty has signed to 
the University of Jamestown 
in North Dakota. Lichty 
signed with the school this 
past January. He is going to 
be a part of the UJ Football 
and Track and Field team. “I 
chose UJ because the coaches 
up there seem dedicated to 
the program, and I’m really 
excited for what the program 
has in the future,” Lichty said 
when asked why he chose 
the University of Jamestown. 
Lichty will be majoring in 
Civil Engineering.   
      Another HHS student that 
is considering committing 
to a school is Quenton Walls 
with interest in Dakota 
Wesleyan University located 
in Mitchell. He plans to be 
a part of the jumps team 
for track and Ffield. The 
reason Walls chose DWU is 
because of the “nice” business 
building and program that 

the school offers. Plus, the 
distance between Huron and 
Mitchell is quite a short trip, 
Oone factor is still weighin 
on his choice, however: 
“My committment depends 
on whether I get enough 
scholarships because Dakota 
Wesleyan isn’t cheap.”    
      Isabelle Ellwein has 
committed to Mount Marty 
University. Mount Marty is a 
private Christian university 
in Yankton. “I chose Mount 
Marty because I really liked 
the coaching staff and girls on 
the team.” Ellwein is going 
to major in Human Services 

while attending Mount Marty. 
    Finally, Tate Meyer, who 
was recently featured in the 
Weekly Roar, has committed 
to ride bulls for South Dakota 
State University.    
     As of press time, there are 
other students who are still 
in the process of deciding if 
they are signing to a college 
or university. Reilyn Zavesky 
is considering Mount Marty 
or DWU to continue his 
basketball career, and Bryn 
Huber is also contemplating 
DWU, as well as the 
University of Sioux Falls for 
golf. 

Working for big GAINS
BY KAIDEN CAUDELL

Four Tigers place at state 
wrestling tournament
BY CHLOE CULVER
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Swimming in the 
same lane
BY CHLOE CULVER

     Since 2019, the Huron 
Swim Team has been a co-op 
with Mitchell’s team, making 
up the Dakota Riptide. The 
team practices in Huron, 
because Mitchell’s pool is  
closed due to complications. 
     Swimmers come from both 
the Mitchell and Miller area 
to practice. Swimmers from 
Huron, Aspen White and 
Bryli Hickey, have their own 
viewpoints about the team, 
since they have been with 
Dakota Riptide for the past 
four years.
     Aspen White said, “I do 
miss the huge old Huron 
swim team and the coaches, 
but I personally do not miss 
the old Huron program. We 
were small, only swam in 
the summers, and were a 
dying team. Dakota Riptide 
was a positive change for us. 

Mitchell and Huron were 
both small swim teams that 
needed a positive change. The 
parents and coaches of both 
swim teams worked hard to 
find that change, and team 
combination was the best idea 
we’ve had.”
      Bryli Hickey feels that 
being on the same team as 
Mitchell is a bit strange. 
“There are lots of swimmers, 
and you can definitely tell the 
difference between outside 
of the team and who is from 
Mitchell. It is obvious that 
we aren’t a team together. It 
has gotten better as we have 
shared the same pool, but 
there used to be a tension that 
I could feel when we were at 
meets,” Hickey responded  
when asked what it is like 
to be on the same team as 
Mitchell.

     Huron qualified eight 
wrestlers, four boys and four 
girls, for the state tournament 
held in Rapid City at the end 
of February. 
     The wrestlers who 
competed were Brady Meyer 
(120 lbs.), Moses Gross (145 
lbs.), Cole Ochsner (160 lbs.), 
and Bryan Ramirez (285 lbs.). 
The girls who competed were 
Chalie Sah (106 lbs.), Htee 
Htoo (126 lbs.), Eh Ler Klay 
(132 lbs.), and Kaitlyn Florey 
(170 lbs.). 
     Sophomore Moses Gross, 
last year’s state champion 
in the 138 weight class, 
competed in the 145 weight 
division this year. Gross 
ended up placing second in 
the championship match. 
“I wresteld well. I just came 
short of what I wanted,” 
Gross said when asked about 
his performance at State. 
     Gross will wrestle in the 
off-season and summer to 
prepare for next season.

     Another wrestler who 
placed was junior Bryan 
Ramirez, placing eighth in the 
285 weight division. Placing 
at state has always been a 
big goal for Ramirez. “This 
accomplishment has been 
three years in the making, and 
I’m only looking into bigger 
and better things from here.”
      Senior Htee Htoo placed 
fourth in the 126 weight 
division. For Htoo, “State was 
fun and very memorable. I’m 
very glad I placed!”
     Senior Eh Ler Klay placed 
6th in the 132 weight division. 
Klay’s experience at state 
was emotional. “I was just 
trying to soak in everything 
for my last season. I definitely 
could’ve placed better, but 
I’m still so grateful to even 
have an opportunity to 
wrestle at such an important 
tournament.” Klay also looks 
forward to seeing more girls 
in wrestling and would love 
to see the program grow.

      During a sports season, athletes work 
their minds and bodies to stay in shape for 
their events -- but what about the off-season? 
What are students doing to stay active when 
they aren’t participating in sports?  
      Many athletes go to the gym, the weight 
room, or even the hallways to prepare for 
the up-and-coming season. Track and field 
coach, Mrs. Thomas, has been preparing her 
athletes for the 2023 Track season. Due to 
the conditions outside, Thomas has taken 
advantage of the long hallways here at HHS. 
Thomas uses the hallways for thirty-minute 
speed sessions once or twice a week. These 
sessions consist of dynamic warm-ups, 
speed drills, and sprints (X-Factor). To see 
the progress in her athletes, she takes their 
two fastest times and calculates the average.         
     A firm believer that speed work helps 
every athlete, Thomas’ goal for the athletes 
isn’t just to make them become more 
interested in Track and field, “Speed work 
is good for every sport”, states coach 
Thomas.  
      These sessions aren’t only for Track and 
field athletes. “In the past, I’ve had athletes 
from the girls tennis team, XC team, and 
football team.” All athletes can participate 
in the sessions to work hard and push 
themselves. Another program offered by 
the school is a weight lifting program that 
is supervised by Coach Scott. To him, “It is 
a comprehensive and dynamic program set 
up to make those doing it the best athletes 
possible. It isn’t about chasing weights and 

becoming a big-slow ox but rather becoming 
an explosive, strong, and confident tiger that 
is less susceptible to injury.”
      The weight lifting that goes on before and 
after school is an opportunity for athletes to 
help defeat that “person in the mirror, that 
voice in their head telling them to not get up 
early/stay late and go workout. That voice 
that tells them to go have fun before their 
classwork is done.”Scott says, “Before we 
step onto that court or field and try and beat 
some other opponent, we must first defeat 
that voice in our head and be in control of 
oursleves.” Scott sees weight lifting as a 
mental and physical exercise for the athletes. 
Athletes can only better their athletic 
capabities if their mindset is well disciplined 
itself.  
      One of Scott’s expectations for the athletes 
that attend the weight lifting program is 
to find their quitting point, and go beyond 
it. Cashton Caudell is an avid weight lifter 
and is always finding ways to push his 
physical and mental stamina. “I have mental 
competitions with myself. I also look back on 
my previous PR’s and try to lift more than 
before”, Caudell has to say when asked how 
he pushes his limits in the weight room. 
      Both of these programs help HHS athletes 
prepare for the next sports season. Each 
one offers ways for athletes to better their 
physical and mental performance, while also 
perfecting their overall health. Having both 
programs avalible for athletes plus students 
is really a plus for future sports seasons. 

PHOTO BY TATUM PETERSON

Pictured above are the 2023 State Wrestling qualifiers and 
alternates. The state tournament took place in Rapid City.

Dylan Lichty, Quenton Walls, and Isabelle Ellwein are sporting their 
respective colleges’ apparel.  By formally signing, they indicate that 
they plan to continue their athletic careers. 
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Oration for qualification HHS students audition for 
2023 All-State Show Choir

     In 2022, the first ever 
SD All-State Show Choir 
took place at SDSU. This 
event was a huge success 
and captured the attention 
of choir members here at 
HHS, inspiring them to 
audition this year.
     Unlike All-State 
Choir, All State Show 
Choir auditions are 
recorded and submitted 
for evaluation by judges. 
Students are expected to 
perform a dance and sing 
a song from their audition 
material. According to Ian 
Krekelberg, “The students 
are given a video teaching 
them the dance along 
with their vocal parts 
played out to better learn 
their music. When all of 
this is put together and 
memorized, the students 
are recorded doing all of 
these things at once and 
will be sent in for judging 
where there they decide 
who will be in the All-State 
Show Choir.” 
     Tessa Gogolin, junior, is 
one of the students trying 
out. She has loved singing 

and dancing ever since a 
young age, and plans on 
pursuing musical theater 
after high school. When 
asked if she liked singing 
or dancing better, Gogolin 
answered, “I love both so 
much. I think singing will 
always have a place in  
my heart. It’s my favorite 
way to express myself. So 
singing would have to be 
my favorite.”
     By involving herself in 
a show choir called “We 
Found Sound” as a kid, 
Tessa has given herself 
enough experience to 
audition for All-State Show 
Choir; however, practice is 
still necessary. According 
to Gogolin, “I just have 
been rehearsing the dance 
choreography, and trying 
to put it with the song any 
time I can find to prepare.”
     All State Show Choir 
will take place May 4-6 in 
Rapid City. The concert 
will include both the show 
choir, as well as the three 
ensembles from the All 
State Jazz Bands. 

     Gracee Thompson, a senior here 
at HHS, was recently given the 
opportunity of a lifetime when she 
got to perform at the world renowned 
music venue, Carnegie Hall.
     After having received a nomination 
to audition, she was given the 
opportunity to travel and perform 
alongside hundreds of other talented 
students from around the world as 
a part of the High School Honors 
Performance Series. As soon as her 
family received this news, they started 
making preparation to travel to New 
York City, not knowing what this 
exciting trip had in store for them.
     When they arrived in the Big 
Apple, Thompson described how she 
felt as a bit overwhelmed and scared 
being in a new and big city that was 
easy to get lost in. These feelings 
were understandable, considering 
that the city was undoubtedly more 
busy and bustling than what she was 
used to back home. Thompson had 
to navigate this new atmosphere on 
her own for the most part, not having 
many familiar faces by her side, but 
she was ready for the challenge and 
what was to come.
     Being there for about a week, from 
February 1-5, Thompson also had 
the chance to explore and stay at the 
elegant Sheraton Times Square Hotel 
alongside her roommates. She was 
amazed at how big it was, as it had 
over forty floors.
     Once the rehearsals began, she had 
to wake up everyday at around 6:00 
a.m. to get ready and go eat breakfast. 
There was a place called Cafe53 close 
by that they frequented throughout 
the week. Even though they were 

grateful for the food, Thompson was 
also taken back by having to pay a 
whopping $30 dollars just for a bowl 
of cereal, small cup of fruit, and coffee 
everyday.
     At around 8:30 a.m. Thompson 
would take part in her daily 
rehearsals, which consisted of about 
seven hours of long and exhausting 
practices, but the fun music selected 
by the Maestro, Kirt Mosier, made 
these practice sessions exciting and 
entertaining. It also helped that they 
were given an hour break to have 
lunch and rewind themselves.
     During these rehearsals, Thompson 
had the opportunity to get to know 

people from forty-six different 
states along with Germany, New 
Zealand, and South Korea. Thompson 
explained, “Everyone had such a 
different lifestyle than I do, and I 
enjoyed learning about them.” What 
was really shocking to her was the fact 
that almost none of her roommates 
had a TikTok account and rarely 
checked their phones. While staying 
in New York, she was even told she 
had an accent.
     At the end of every rehearsal, 
there was a fun activity planned for 
all of the musicians attending the 
event. “Thursday night we went 
to the broadway show ‘Wicked,’ 

Friday night we went to Top of the 
Rock Observatory and toured Times 
Square, and Saturday night we got 
to go on a private yacht with a DJ.” 
These activities gave her the chance 
to get to know the people around 
her better and explore. Her favorite 
memory, however, was exploring 
NYC friday night, where she got to 
visit the rock observatory and look 
around Times Square.
     After all of the hard work 
Thompson had put in, it was 
finally time to perform the concert 
at Carnegie Hall on February 4. 
Thompson felt rewarded and her 
expectations were surpassed by the 
way the music echoed throughout the 
Hall. Their Maestro chose “cowboy 
themed” repertoire, and out of all the 
pieces they performed, Thompson 
especially liked a piece called “Desert 
Sage”. “The three movement piece 
had a mixture of western-feel and 
jazz.”
     Once the concert was over, 
Thompson said that she felt a 
mixture of many emotions, ranging 
from excited because of the overall 
experience, to sad that it had now 
ended. 
     For anyone wondering or hoping to 
be a part of the Honors Performance 
Series, Thompson added, “If you 
recieve a nomination to audition, 
do it!! This is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity that you could not pass 
up. You will make new friendships 
that will last a lifetime and grow 
significantly as a musician!”
     Overall, Thompson had an 
unforgettable experience performing 
at Carnegie Hall.
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BY KELSEY SCHUCHHARDT
BY KELSEY SCHUCHHARDT     From February 16-18, the 

National Qualifier for speech 
and debate took place in 
Harrisburg at Harrisburg High 
School. Various speech and 
debate participants from HHS 
went to this competition to 
represent Huron. 
     For those who do not know 
how the National Qualifiers 
work, the competition was 
broken down into two 
catagories: Speech and Debate. 
There were also different 
subcatagories: Humor, 
Dramatic, DUO, LD, and PF.
     These events were done in 
rounds, which last about an 
hour each. A single competetor 
has about three to five rounds 
in a competition. Also, both 
speech and debate had three 
Preliminary rounds. The best 
from these rounds moved on to 
a single final round for speech 
events, and an elimination 
round for debate. In the 
elimination rounds, the losers 
were eliminated until two 
debators were left standing. 
     A total of twelve students 
represented HHS at the 
National Qualifier. They took 
place in various catagories 
at the competition. They 

didn’t just enjoy their speech 
and debate events, but they 
also liked other aspects of 
the competition, too. Huron 
High School junior Cameron 
Cutshaw likes the environment 
of the competitions he attends.        
“My favorite part of going to 
competitions is the people and 
the culture of the events. The 
conversations and debates 
to be held are enlightening,” 
explains Cutshaw.
     The pressure is on between 

students at the National 
Qualifier in Harrisburg. 
Students who did well enough 
earned their spot at a chance 
of a lifetime at the National 
tournament in Pheonix, 
Arizona. Winners were also 
given a nice cup to show off to 
their friends and family.
     Congratulations to all HHS 
students who participated in 
the 2023 Speech and Debate 
National Qualifier.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Four HHS students proudly showcase their awards after the Speech 

and Debate National Qualifier.  This competetion wrapped up their 
2022-2023 season. 

Gracee Thompson is seen posing alongside her fellow musicians.  Although she was 
only in New York for a limited time, the opportunity given to her while playing at 
Carnegie Hall allowed her to meet new people and make flourishing friendships.

Thompson gives her all at Carnegie Hall
BY ANTONY SORTO



• Budgeting: Students bring their ideas to class and put them 
on the board. The class discusses the topics on the board and 
narrows them down to three or four topics per page.

• Page assignments: The editors and reporters of the 
newspaper decide which page they want to be on.

• Interview: Once the page assignments are done, the 
students have to decide who they need to interview for their 
article or if they have to interview anyone at all.

• Follow-up interview: If someone hasn’t answered their 
email or if the interviewer as any follow- up questions, they 
would do so in the follow-up interview.

• Write the article: When the reporter has all the information 
they need, they write their article. The size of the article 
depends on the number of words needed. In a normal article 
one would have to write anywhere from 200-400 words.

• Make a layout: On the Mac book There is a program called 
Indesign. This is where the Tiger Stripes makes the paper to 
send to Creative Printing. On Indesign they make their page 
and insert text boxes and picture boxes.

• Headlines: Writing the headline tends to be the most 
difficult thing about writing a paper. It has to make sense 
with the article and draw the reader’s attention. Sometimes 
it’s easy, sometimes not so much.

• Pictures and Captions: When the reporters get their page 
assignments and their articles, they have to decide which 
articles should get pictures. Now, they have to set up times 
to take pictures or ask the people interviewed for the picture 
needed. Once they have their pictures, they have to write the 
captions. The caption is made up of two sentences. The first 
sentence is in present tense and the next is in past tense.

• Edit: The editors edit their assigned pages as they are 
going. This is when the reporters and their editors read aloud 
their articles to make sure they make sense. Then each page 
is printed out five times and each of the reporters take three 
pages, other than their own, and edit them.

• Put to bed: The reporters go through everything on their 
page in Indesign to make sure everything is right before 
turning the paper in to Creative Printing to be printed.

• Distribute: During SRB, the reporters and editors distribute 
the paper around the school.
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Read, gather, discuss

Student Council hosts fun night

BY KELBY DICKSON

BY MADISON PERRY

     Huron High School offers a large variety of 
clubs and organizations that students have the 
opportunity to choose from. These different 
groups can range from language clubs to 
community service organizations, such as 
National Honor Society or Huron Youth 
Leadership Council. However, for several 
students, book club is their comfort zone.
     Book Club is overseen by Huron High 
School librarian, Rachel Kary. Book Club 
meets once a month in the library right after 
school. They meet for about 45 minutes, and 
settle down to discuss a variety of books for 
young adults. 
     Every month, members of the club select 
a book from a survey. The books they read 
can range from spooky thrillers to fun-to-read 
fantasies and much more. Once a book is 
selected, the students in the club read the book 
and discuss their thoughts at the next meeting, 
which happens monthly. 
     The discussion is supervised by Huron 
Public Library’s teen librarian, Mary Olson, 
who conjures up an expansive list of questions 
for the group to answer, and to guide the 
following discussion.
     When asked which types of books the 
club reads, Kary responded with, “We read 

popular, young adult books. Olson creates a 
survey with a variety of books available for us 
to read. The books with the most votes are the 
ones we read throughout year. We are open to 
reading anything anyone suggests though.”
     Senior book club member, Bree Ann 
Friesen, describes book club like this: “Book 
club is a club that allows people who like to 
read, to read with others and talk about the
book when finished.” Friesen says when they 
discuss the book every month, they talk about 
each others interests and dive into the next 
book they are reading.
     Junior member Brianna Borah says, “Book 
club is a way to explore new genres of books 
and find new authors or even just meet 
people who like to read as much as you.” The 
members love book club because it gives them 
a chance to have discussions about the books 
they read, that they wouldn’t be able to have 
without the club.
     Book club is always open to anyone who 
wants to join anytime. However, this clique 
is not just your typical book club. It allows 
its members to meet many new people in the 
process. They always have a table set up at the 
beginning of the year when the clubs meet in 
the commons.

     The Huron High School 
Student Council put on a 
video game and Build-a-
Buddy fun night to kick off 
Winter Blast week.

Build-a-Buddy
     Student Council has been 
putting on the Build-a-Buddy 
event for a few years now on 
the Monday of Winter Blast, 
which has been a big hit. It 
was $5 to attend which covers 
the cost for the buddy and all 
the materials used to build 
them. There have been many 
students that have attended 
this event for the past couple 
years and have said they 
had a great time and would 
continue to go.
     Build-a-Buddy is a lot like 
going to Build-a-Bear, but 
without workers creating 
the stuffed animal for the 
attendees. Like Build-a-Bear,  
there is a selection of stuffed 
animals for the attendees to 
choose from. The next step 
is to fill the stuffed animals 
up with the cotton, so it does 
not look lifeless. To finish it 
off, the attendees have to get 
birth certificates for their new 
stuffed animal friends.

Video Game 
Competition
     A new addition to Winter 
Blast on Monday night was 
the video game competition. 
This competition was free to 
attend. Many students were 
excited about this new event. 
The students who attended 

played three games: Just 
Dance, Super Smash Bros, and 
Mario Kart. 
     Following the evening, 
a survey was sent to the 
students and staff to see what 
their thoughts were on the 
event. Many people enjoyed 
the night and thought it was 
a good way to help more 
people get involved. A lot of 
people said they were excited 
to go next year. One said “I 
enjoyed Dylan’s commentary 
and watching Radke play Just 
Dance.” 
     Kids were asked for 
suggestions to improve the 
event. Quite a few people said 
to add more games. Others 
said to start the competiton 
sooner to give more people a 
chance to play each game.

Behind the scenes: 
Tiger Stripes Newspaper
BY MADISON PERRY 

Mr. Radke is having a great time 

at build-a-buddy, creating his 

new tiger buddy. He enjoyed 

playing the video games as well. 

PHOTOS BY SARAH RUBISH

     Everyone knows Huron High School has a newspaper, 
but not everyone knows the process the Tiger Stripes staff 
members go through to create their paper. Below are the 
steps taken to create the Tiger Stripes newspaper.

Students choose their players for Mario Super Smash Bros. The  

tournament lasted around two hours, was attended by over 30 

people, and included free snacks provided by Student Council. 

at book club
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Cheap, classy finds at local thrift stores
BY SIKE MA NOKE AND KELBY DICKSON

     Students around Huron High 
attend a variety of formal events that 
require a specific dress code. These 
events range from concerts, funerals, 
and weddings, to proms and other 
formal events. 
     Huron offers three thrift stores to 
pick from that carry formal clothes 
to rent or purchase for these events. 
The Salvation Army, Helping Hands, 
and Huron Hopes and Blessings all 
specialize in types of clothing. Two 
Tiger Stripes staff members, Sike Ma 
Noke and Kelby Dickson, set out to 
discover which store provides the best 

variety of formal 
attire.
       The first store 
they visited was 
the Salvation 
Army. The 
manager of the 
Salvation Army 
is Lieutenant 
Shannon Bludr. 
She says the 
Salvation 
Army holds an 
inventory of 
various items 
such as clothes, 
shoes, and toys, 
but the products 
they sell the 
most of are 
women’s items.
     Dickson and 
Noke were able
 to construct an outfit consisting of a 
suit jacket, pants, tie, dress shoes and 
shirt. The outfit cost a total of $13.68 
with the most expensive item being 
the suit jacket at $5,  and the least 
expensive being the tie at 99 cents. 
The average price of each item ended 
up being $3.42.

        Next, the duo   
   visited Huron Area 
   Hopes and Blessings,
   where they met with 
   owner Stephanie 
   Paye. When     
   asked what they do 
   with items that don’t 
   sell, she states, “It 
   depends: some of it 
   gets recycled, and if  
   it has holes or 
   stains in it, we give 
   them to people to 
   use as rags. Items 
   that stay in the store 
   for six weeks get put 

 up for fifty percent 
 off, and if they don’t 
 sell, we re-donate 
them to stores in 
Sioux Falls where 
there is a larger 

population.” 
     At this thrift store, Dickson and 
Noke found a navy dress with blue 
suede heels to match. The outfit 
totaled $15, with the dress being $8 
and the heels costing $7.
     The final thrift store Dickson and 
Noke visited was Helping Hands. 

Helping Hands owner Sue Gose states 
“No, we take whatever items,” when 
asked if their inventory focuses on a 
certain type of product. The two Tiger 
Stripes staff members pieced together 
a formal fit: suit jacket, tie, dress pants 
and shoes. The outfit cost a grand 
total of $4.75 with the average price of 
each item being $1.19.
     All three thrift stores had viable 
options and variety in choosing the 
pieces necessary to build a fancy 
outfit. If any student wanted to shop 
on a budget,  these three thrift stores 
in Huron would be a great option. 

     For the fifth year in a row, Student 
Council has sponsored the Match-O-
Matics survey. Out of the 200 surveys 
completed, two couples stood out for 
having the highest scores together. 
     The Tiger Stripes Newspaper 
staff interviewed those who had an 
exceptionally high compatibility rates 
according to the survey. The two 
pairs, Yuridia Roldan and Gabriel 
Montoya, and Mason Davis and 
Hamtyn Heinz, all scored in the 90th 
percentile of the Match-o-Matics 
survey, higher than the majority 
results.
     Yuridia Roldan and Gabriel 
Montoya scored second highest on the 
survey. They have been together since 
January, but have known each other 
for a few years prior. They believe 
they were compatible with each other 
because they are “so similar in many 
aspects,” Roldan claims. Even though 
it may have seemed likely that they 
scored this high by filling out the 

survey together, they did not. Yuridia 
claims that she didn’t even know that 
he filled one out until later on.
     Mason Davis and Hamtyn Heinz 
scored first in the results. They have 
been dating for around two-and-a-
half years. Davis claims that they are 
compatible with each other because,  
“Somehow we have lasted this long 
together.” Heinz says it’s because, 
“He is weird and I deal with it.” 
     Though they were by each other as 
they filled it out, they did not share 
answers. Davis says he thinks,  “She 
was trying to think of me when she 
answered.”
     Both Davis and Heinz have some 
conflicting things to say about one 
another despite their compatibility 
rate. Davis says, “We are both 
stubborn, but for sure her a little more 
than me.” According to Heinz, “He 
forgets everything all the time and I...
never forget anything.” 

     When someone thinks of the POPS 
concert, they usually remember solo 
acts and choir performances, but 
not usually many bands. This year, 
however, some HHS teachers are 
going to perform as a group. The 
teachers involved are Mitch Gaffer on 
bass guitar, Ben Halbkat on vocals, 
Adam Heagley on rhythm guitar, 
Michael Scott on lead guitar, and 
James Stueckrath on drums. They 
formed their group at the October 
conferences when they realized they 
all had an interest in music. 
     When asked if the ensemble was 
permanent, Stueckrath said, “I would 
like it to be permanent because we 
are all teachers in the same school 
district.”

     The unnamed band is unofficially 
led by Mitch Gaffer. Mitch has been 
in multiple bands previous to this 
one, such as ETC. in the 80s and 90s, 
which actually recorded two albums 
in a music recording studio, and Blue 
Collar Suicide from 2014 to 2019. 
“This band has a high talent level, like 
the two previously mentioned bands. 
All bands I’ve been in play rock & roll 
from the 1970s thru today,” stated 
Mitch.
     Their ensemble practices in 
Mitch’s basement studio which is 
affectionately called “Pooh Studios,” 
the reason being because of a Pooh 
poster he has hanging on his wall for 
his grandkids. 

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Compatible couples Schoolhouse Rock-ing with 

HHS faculty

BY GAIL TRANDALL

BY KATELYN RADKE

Cherry prom was a fantastic time for the couples to show off their compatibility. On 
the left pose Yuridia Roldan and Gabriel Montoya, and on the right, Hamtyn Heinz 
and Mason Davis.

Tiger Stripes writer Kelby Dickson 
models three outfits from local thrift 
stores. All the outfits were fashionable 
and cost under fifteen dollars.

PHOTOS BY SIKE MA NOKE

PHOTOS SUBMITTED
By banging drums, twanging strings, and playing their hearts out, the band has been 
preparing diligently for this next POPS performance. Be there or be square!

Two real-life couples score highest 
in Match-o-Matics survey
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Best dressed at HHS
BY JOLIE CARRILLO AND EH LEE PAW

Winter Blast Week took place from February 13 to February 17. Themed dress-up days is one of the main activities that students look 

forward to because it’s an easy way to have fun and participate. In chronological order this is what the themes were for each day: Monday 

was Pajama Day; Tuesday was Class Color Day; Wednesday was Anything-but-a-Backpack Day; and Thursday was Rhyme-Without-a-Reason 

Day.  The student body wrapped up Winter Blast with cinnamon and caramel rolls for breakfast, and then a pep rally for HHS’s winter 

activities. Here are the most creative outfits from Winter Blast Week.

Kiara Field and Eastyn Eichstadt dress-up 

as a bug and a thug for Rhyme-without-a-

Reason Day.

Madeline Kleinsasser and Hananh 

Schoenfelder teamed up as a tennis pro 

and a frat bro.

A group of boys show off their creative 

options for Anything-but-a-Backpack 

Day.

A group of sophmore girls are wearing 

purple for their class color.

Ronaldo Alonzo and Jason Duenas-Lemus 

hold massive pots containing school 

supplies for Anything-but-a-Backpack Day.

A group of seinor girls are looking 

pretty in many shades of pink. 

Marlen Enriquez, Lexi Krueger, Saybl 

McDermaid, and Say Ma smile for a photo 

on Pajama Day. 

Freshmen boys dress in white for Class 

Color Day.  Sophomores wore purple, 

juniors wore red, and seniors were in pink.

Winter Blast participants get together 

to pull off a funny photo in their 

bedtime attire.


